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Is Missouri a “Jim Crow” State?

I'hie associated Press, during the past week, chronicles the
news that a committee of the House has decided to make a favor-
able recommendation to that body of a Bill that will provide for the
establishmeat and maintenance of *Jim Crow Cars’ upon all lines
transporting passengers in thix state. When we read of svch
action on the part of certain lawmakers of this commonwealth, we
immediately asked ourselves this question:— *‘Is Missouri Really a
Jim Crow' State?”

If she is, why has she become decadent?

Judged from her geographical location, the composition of her
population, a study of her history and early traditions, we cannot
find sufficient grounds upon or from which our legislative fathers
can erect a *‘Jim Crow" structure.

From her geographical location, Missouri is not a Southern
State, She never has been heretofore accounted as such. Her
southern boundary has, since the early “Twenties” marked the
Northern limits of the *Solid South,”
our beloyed state is willing to be counted among the leas progres.
sive of our sigterhood of states,

By a careful analysis of her population, we find no element a.
mong us that deserves so great an honor as to be set apart from all
others just tor the purpose of travel. Ours is a cosmopolitan
state in the make up of its population. No one eJement is suffi-
ciently strong to menace the rapid advancement of the whitzsin this
state, No danger lurks in any quartersof *‘Negro domination.”
No efforts are being made (or social recogaition, In fact there is
no bitter race antipathies raging in this state between the Negro
and his more fortunate contemporary, the white man, Why be-
come devotees of Jimcrowism? As u Negro, we grant that there are
some bad and incorrigible ones among us. But we refuse to sub.
mit to the accusatyon tkat all of us are bad and worthless. Does
not the Irish, the W¢rman, the Italian, the Swede, the Chinese, the
Pole, the Jew, the k enchand every other racialelement that enters
iato the sum total of our neterogeneous population have their vaga-
bonds, criminals and irrespensibles?  Is it too much for the Negro
who felled the forests in antebellum days and has done 80 much to
build the early civilization of this commonwealth, to ask that he be
given ONE HALF the consideration allotted to aliens? It is true
that we were made slaves of without our consent, But we here
openly declare that we shall not be dehumanized to the level of
brutes. What have we done that it impels more than three mil-
lions of peoples tc concentrate their efforts upon us to crush us
body and soul? Is it possible that great and powerful Caucasian
Missouri, near.y four millions strong, is menaced by 200,000 Negroes?
Will the legislators of our great state allow a few, who are impelled
by prejudiee, blacker than hell, race hate, more powerful than plu-
tonic fire, sclfishness, more consuming than Vulcanic zeal, and
fiendishness, more umovnprumising than satanic vindictivenecss, to
lead them into the enactment of a law that will blacken our statutory
records with an ineffaceable stigma thet means shame and a  back-
ward step never before known in our historical anpals?

History of our commorwealth1s ladened with decdsof valor
and chivalry. Laclede, the Inbian Pontiac, Boone and thousands
of our carly scttlers and empire building pioneurs were too manly to
strike the fallen. Let the *'Jim crow" legislators cite us to histor-
ical data, where our founders dealt so unmercifully with their unfor
tunate. It was here in Missouri where the Indian, the Frenchman
aad the Englishman sbared each other’s mutual confidence, It was
here in this state where the slave master delighted to treat his ser=
vants with the consideration due to beings having an immortal soul.
It was here in Missouri, where secession, that principle that teach
egdeath to Republics, was overthrown by an Eighty Thousand ma-
jority, Missouri has, heretolore, recognized manhood in men. She
hag counselled “uplift” instead of “‘put down.” She has builded an
excellent system of schools for the enlightenment of all--Negroes
included, Why crush the hopes that the state itself has built?

Some will say that there are *‘bad niggers,” who will cause
trouble on trains. We answer: Hasn't this state handled “bad'
white men, whenever they willed to aubvert our laws? If it can
handle white men who rob trains, wreck banks, surcly our civil and
military authorities can handle all the *‘bad niggers’ within 1ts cone
tines without crucifying those that have characters vouched for by
the best of white meu. *Jim crowism'' to Mlpnoun is as compatible
to her past achievements as titles of nobiltty is toour national life.
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Has our legislative fathers ceased to commune with the Bentons,
the lirowne, the Crittendens, the Marmadukes, the Blands and that
great array of citizens of a Grand Old Commonwealth to listen to
the decadent and un-American philosophies of the Vardamans d
Mississippi, the Carmacks of Tennessee, upe Slaydens of T,Qu

the Graves’ of Gedrgia? b I'

If the worse must come, we .hll hers declare -th ntl
*Jim crow cars,” ger disfranchisement, nor ostracism,. hot mIMp-
resentation, nor all the accummulated I{ltq of an ua
potism shail crush our manhood, Ag one sa'd, “If we #re putin-cartle
cars, let those who open the door for our exit see and koow thata
MAN steps forth upon the earth,”

At The Golden Gate.

Dedicated to the CoxskrVA10R,
A white maa stood waiting at the Golden Galfe.
Finally, there came a Negro up, justa httle late.
The white man was sure that when the gate was open wide,
He would leave the Negro standirg on the outside,
But the Negro was thinking constantly about the back gate,
Perhaps a way there he might somehow make,
He thought that with the white man he'd not stand any show
And, the other place he would surely have to go.
At Jast, Saint Peter from his slumbers awoke.
.As the Negro politely stepped aside, the white man spoke,
*] want to enter the heavenly land
To be leader of the angel band.
No doubt you have heard of me often before
Being the valiant lzader in the world below.
I have led victorious legions across the seas
And, haye been doing thinge, down on earth, just as I please.
1 have done everything ¥ have had a chance.
I have made all the world to my music dance,
1 have given to the poor food and home
And my money, often, to them I bave loaned,
But, since here 1 have so lately come,
There is no need of telling all that I have done.”

* But, say, O1d Man, what do you make,
Standing here a-keeping of this old gate?
I admire your way a great Jeal.
Do you ever get a chance to steal?
I do not think this gate 1s built very strong;
It should be yust a trifle long,
You must be on duty very early in the morn
Or, a *Nigger' will slip in as sure as you are born.
Let all of the ‘Niggers' on the outside forever ahide,
Since we haven't any room for them on the inside.
I don’t want to sceany ‘Niggers' standing around,
When I am ready to put on my heavenly gown.
Weli, on the side you must take a stand,
So I can march in to hear the band."
Ola Saint Peterarose before he spoke
And seemed to consider him as a huge joke.
“You are a fine fellow. I admire your look,
But your name's not on the heavenly book.
So down helow you must hastily pace
To be leader of your grand race.
Thz place that knows of your works so well,
Is known throughout these regions by the name of hell.”
The Negro stood quiet, and very eager to run,
Thinking all the while that his doom would quickly come.
He was sure there would be no show for him then,
To pass through the portals to dwell with the elect within,
So, toward the back gate he started to go,
Secking some dear one that he might know,
But, saint Peter, having turned in his mighty track,
Observed that the retreating one's face was black,

Saint Peter hastily called him back and gently speaking out,
And asked, ‘*Are you from the cruel South?"
The Negro, frightencd from beginping to end,
Answered, “Yes, Sir,"' with a sunny grin,
Saint Peter fell back with a loud and happy cry,
“Go in, my friend, I shall certainly let you by.
Tell Gabriel to give you a big bass drum,
So that you may beat for ages to come.
Tell Gabriel to clothe you in robes of red,
And to feed you on the best of honey and bread.
A man like you from that southern prejudiced wall,
If you bad of missed heaven, you'd have missed you all.”
And the Scriptures did most truthfully attest,
“Toil and suffer on this carth, becanse up there you'll have rest,”
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ANHEUSER-BUSCH BEER,

THE CELEBRATED BUDWEISER.

The Largest and Best Equipped Brewery in the World
It is a proved fact that the Anheuser-Busch Beers . are
the most healthful in the world, and that alone is the
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Drink the heer your fathers drank
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where, When buying, see that vou get Lemp's,
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cordially extend tothe Brethren,
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